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Thanks to Gennifer Benjamin Brooks for inspiration for this sermon (http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3740)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hashtag . . . Me too.

I remember looking at Facebook and seeing that my cousin had responded. Kathy is about my age. She is an attorney in the DC area.  “#MeToo,” she had commented. It was early in the movement and I wasn’t sure what was going on. 

“Me, too,” Kathy had said. “You, too, what?” I wondered.

The #MeToo movement had begun. It was 2017, and someone had used this particular hashtag and two simple, short words, to make a powerful, long overdue statement. Tarana Burke, an American activist used the hashtag as early as 2006 and an actress brought it into the mainstream in 2017. The hashtag Metoo movement was a way to bring awareness to the widespread prevalence of sexual assault and misconduct, especially in the workplace. This hashtag provided countless number of women with a way to give voice to how they had been mistreated by power, by privilege, and by men.

“You’re not the only one?” women began to say. #MeToo.

I wonder what would have happened if Bathsheba had known about #MeToo? Last week, we were introduced to this woman of ancient Israel. She was minding her own business, being faithful to the laws of her people. According to the Laws of the day, she was ritually cleansing herself after menstruation. But someone saw her and, in essence, wanted her. David, a king, a powerful ruler, sees her bathing. So, he sent for her.  Scripture tells us that David lay with her. We don’t know any more details than this, but my imagination and understanding of the scene tells me that she didn’t have much say in the matter. After the incident, she goes home. “What just happened?” she might have thought.

#MeToo.

She’s pregnant. And she tells David. Again, the details are sparse, but I imagine that David freaks out, and Scripture suggests this, too. Remember that Bathsheba is married. She’s married to a man named Uriah. Uriah is in David’s army.

So, David tries to rig it so that people will think it’s Uriah’s baby, not David’s (remember, at their meeting, Bathsheba had just finished menstruating . . . clearly, not pregnant.) “Go and lay with your wife,” David says to Uriah. But Uriah is a noble person. He knows that he shouldn’t be off enjoying himself while the rest of his colleagues are in the field fighting. He also knows that fighting on God’s behalf requires abstinence from sex. An interesting comparison our author is drawing, don’t you think? Uriah, a noble man and . . . David. 

Remind me – why do people think David is such a great leader?

Anyway, there’s no chance that Uriah is going to lie with his wife, so David, in order to save face has Uriah killed. He has the husband of Bathsheba killed. Bathsheba, who was dependent upon her husband for everything – Bathsheba, a woman, who was powerless in that day – her life is ruined, wrecked, by David.

#MeToo.

Who speaks up for Bathsheba in this story? Does, even, God, attend to this woman whose life was turned upside down. Now, we all know that most of these Hebrew stories are a single brush stroke in a very large arc – they are a small window into a much larger narrative.  The focus of this narrative in Second Samuel is a great setup for the birth of Solomon and the building of the Temple in Jerusalem. Still it’s hard, in our current context, not to notice Bathsheba and how she is treated. But something happens that is redeeming.

David gets called out!

Nathan is a prophet, and you know that a prophet’s job is to tell the truth! Nathan, David’s most trusted prophet, comes to David with a parable. He tells David the story of a powerful man who has hundreds of sheep. He has a visitor and must feed him. Instead of killing one of his own many sheep, the rich man, instead, kills the only sheep of a poorer man. The rich man wouldn’t have even missed one of his many sheep. But he decides to take the only sheep that the poor man every really loved.

David, of course, is outraged by the selfish show of the powerful man in the story and declares that he should die. And Nathan looks David dead in the eye and says, “Home Slice . . . you are that man! You did it.”

 David had many, many wives. But Uriah only had one wife – Bathsheba. And David took her from him. And David took Uriah from Bathsheba. David took Bathsheba’s life from her. Her life would never be the same.

#MeToo.

Where’s the Good News in this story – this story from sacred scripture? Isn’t scripture supposed to contain good news? Well, sometimes Good News is hard news. Just because it’s Good News doesn’t means that it’s easy news. And the Good news – the not-so-easy news that we hear today is that sometimes, we church folk have to call out what is not right. This is what Nathan does in our story today. He looks power and privilege in the face and he says, “That’s not right.” If we’re listening to Paul, we might call this “Speaking the truth in love.”

You probably know that four weeks ago, I was a part of the deputation from the Diocese of Indianapolis that attended the national gathering of the Episcopal Church. For nine days, we talked about what was important to the Episcopal Church. And there was one topic that held the most energy. It was the topic of how women have been and continue to be mistreated in the church. The opening liturgy was led by our Bishops who recounted powerful and graphic recollections from people, mostly women, who were victims of sexual misconduct in the church. Our Bishops owned this history, naming it, and calling all of us to repent, change our ways. And we took some repentant action, as well. 

Off the top of my head, I can think of three resolutions that were passed by our church – resolutions which call us to name our past and present wrongs:

Resolution D016 Task force on Women, Truth, and Reconciliation Resolved, That the 79th General Convention . . .. acknowledge that within our patriarchal culture, the misuse of power and authority is primarily exercised by men with the vast majority of victims being women; be it also resolved that the 79th General Convention authorize the establishment of a Task Force for Women, Truth, and Reconciliation for the purpose of helping the Church engage in truth-telling, confession, and reconciliation regarding gender-based discrimination, harassment, and violence against women and girls . . .

Resolution C060 (Breaking the Episcopal Stained-Glass Ceiling) Resolved that the 79th General Convention of the Episcopal Church authorize a task force to research sexism in The Episcopal Church, and the role it plays in pay equity, status, and gender-based harassment. The task force shall report back to the 80th General Convention of the Episcopal Church with a plan to provide materials and resources to combat sexism in the Church.
Another resolution calls for the statute of limitations to be increased, so that those who have experienced abuse may be empowered to come forward.
I think if Bathsheba were around today, she would be looking for the nearest person for a high five.
As Christians, as Episcopalians in our current context, we cannot gloss over what happened to Bathsheba, and we cannot dismiss the racial and gender injustices that happen in the Church. Nathan called David out. “You took what wasn’t yours. You abused your power,” he said to his rulers.
No longer are we a part of a church that sweeps things under the rug. And I have to say, this is good news. It’s good news and it’s hard news, because it’s not easy facing the ways that we have fallen down and taken advantage of others. It’s not easy to name that we have contributed to the systemic ways that women or other minorities are held down or back by power and privilege. But it’s not going to get better if we don’t look at it and name it  and repent. And based on how I read Scripture, the Lord always accepts our repentance – God is always desirous of our willingness to turn the ship around and be open to new ways of living with ourselves and with others.  
My own personal take on the Church today . . .  in claiming those things we have left undone and those things we have done – the Church is being made new. New with integrity – new with honesty – new with authenticity. As one theologian says, “God doesn’t always make us good, but God always makes us new. And new can be messy because we’ve never done it before.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Nadia Bolz-Weber, from a friend’s FB post.] 

No matter what, it is God’s nature to make us new – you new, me new, the church new. And you know what I’m talking about, because I know that you know that just when you get accustomed to who you are and comfortable with the way things are going . . . boom! New comes marching down the road.
I feel certain that God is making the church new. And as the new church, we are called, once again, to ask “who is missing?” We are called, once again, to ask, “Who have we injured or offended?” and we are called, once again, to ask, “How is God calling us to stretch and grow?” 
And, if this scares you, if it makes you wonder what the future will look like. If it causes you to feel protective over what is and what was, you’re not alone.
Me too.
But I trust in the Lord of Life. The one who was born into this world to do something new. I trust in the Lord of Life . . . the one who woke up one Sunday morning and thought to himself, “Today, I’m doing something new, and I’m going to drag everybody I can find along with me.”
Folks, if we’re following this one down the road, how can we ever expect things to stay the same?
So here we are. You, me, us. Some would call this the Church. 
Not perfect, and predictable. But, thanks be to God . . . new, and surprising, and maybe even messy.
Onward we go, Church.
Hashtag . . . New opportunities
Hashtag . . . New futures.
Hashtag . . . New life for all of God’s children.
Hashtag . . . Amen.

